








ties. When maintained within the permanent forest
microclimate - resulting from the continuous cover
- they reinforce the natural state and framework of
biodiversity, as well as conserving remarkable natural
places.

6. Ensuring quality in logging operations for exam-
ple by having dedicated tracks for plant machinery
movements (felling tracks), in order to preserve all
the functions of the stand after work is complete, by
showing consideration for the ecosystem (particularly
the soil, water bodies and other natural environments
within the forest) and also for all the individual stems -
whether trees, poles or seedlings - that help the stand
to function economically and/or ecologically.

7. Promoting the special qualities of trees that
stand out for their beauty, size and/or age, plus land-
scape aspects (e.g. viewpoints, built structures, relics
and so on) that are remarkable to behold

Specific measures

Forest management aligned with these principles results
in productive, diverse and long-lived stands. If stepped
up to a much larger scale, often bigger than the forest
owner’s area, continuous cover forestry makes it easier
to integrate specific measures (e.g. environmental pro-
tection or providing a space for people) into a large forest
tract managed for timber production:

Creating “islands” of ancient woodland at local
scale, or even forest reserves, is a way of establishing
study areas for comparing and drawing inspiration
from forestry practices. In addition, they help to im-
prove the continuity of the forest habitats.

Conserving special natural environments within
forests, plus the functionality of the associated eco-
systems which deliver many ecological services. For
example, the healthy ecological and morphological
state of wetlands, water bodies etc. (that form the hy-

The emphasis placed on each economic, ecological or drosystems) helps to regulate the quantity and quality
social function is adjusted according to the challenges of of the water, minimising the consequences of summer

the stand and the objectives of each forest owner. droughts on all our activities, as well as flood risks
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downstream of large forest tracts. Similarly, conserva-
tion of open areas within forests also helps to safeguard
species that are specific to these places (such as butter-
flies, birds of prey and bats).



Most of the time, this conservation requires no major ual renewal of the mixed stands with a view to produc-

investment, just a simple local adjustment to the for- ing high-quality trees. Varieties that regenerate naturally,
estry. including in small communities, must be able to devel-

op without protection against gnawing by cervids (deer,
Participation in developing walking trails and pub- moose or elk). In a context where creating mixed and
lic recreation infrastructure, with stands that - thanks tiered stands has become necessary in order to adapt to
to CCF - lend themselves particularly well to relaxation the changing climate, overpopulation by large herbivores
and leisure activities, which are compatible with pro- poses a risk to the longevity of the forest cover and the
duction-oriented forestry with no need to separate the associated ecosystem services.

spaces for their particular function, and taking care to

leave some quiet areas for wildlife. The search for this balance requires a commitment from

the forest owner, who maintains or restores it by deploy-
ing the resources they have available; however, support

Prerequisites from institutional bodies and key figures in the hunting
sector is also needed.

Beyond its application in a given stand, continuous cover
forestry can only be implemented on a long-term basis
in a large forest tract if there is a firm commitment to
attain a forest-game balance in order to ensure contin-

Implementation of continuous cover forestry is beneficial for forest owners while also en-
couraging, from a collective viewpoint, the creation of forests that can provide a long-term
response to the demands of many sectors of society.
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